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Speeding up to the Online [earning Era

Principal Lui Chi Hong

In the current academic year 2019 — 2020, traditional schooling was
significantly hit with the mandate to shut down right after the Lunar New Year holiday
due to the outbreak, which has elevated to ‘a pandemic’ in March as announced by the
World Health Organisation (WHO), of the corona virus, or officially known as
‘COVID-19°.

Before that, the most severe pandemic in recent history was the ‘1918 pandemic’
about a century ago, where one-third of the world’s population was infected; the nearest
epidemic was indisputably “SARS” in 2003, in which several thousand cases were
recorded. The pneumonia not only forced all schools to close for nearly two months in
Hong Kong, but also prompted teachers to explore, if not excel in, an alternative to
tradition teaching overnight. This led to a rapid growth in such usage of education
technology as language apps, virtual tutoring, and video conferencing, paving an entry

point for online learning.

Near the end of January 2020, the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic
brought an inevitable halt to conventional face-to-face teaching or communications and
has left schools with no other option but to go online in a bid to catch up with the
curriculum. On this note, we deeply appreciate our teachers’ agility in adopting the
novice e-teaching approach and their best intentions to keep our students’ learning in

pace with the initial schedule.

Although it not easy to tell to what extent traditional schooling can be replaced
with online learning or teaching at secondary levels, it is probable that online learning

will continue to be adopted post-pandemic.

While some research revealed that online learning can be more effective than
traditional schooling, there are still hurdles to be overcome as results vary amongst
diverse age and social groups. In particular, for students without their own computers
or those from disadvantaged backgrounds, more should be done as we enter the era of

online learning together. It is our time to get ready and embrace change.
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An advantage
of teaching

online

Effectiveness

All the students who have showed up and worked effectively have gained, not lost
anything throughout the suspension ... their flipped classroom is a normal part of their
IEP English program and so | had a complete advantage.

Reflection

| think teaching phonics, pronunciation, reading and writing skills is much easier and

more efficient online — even though it is time consuming.

Improving the
effectiveness
of online
teaching
through caring

During the implementation, it is noted that only about 8-10 students out of 27 S1
submitted homework. | have kept urging them to do it on We-chat class group with
their class teachers ... | then added them individually on We-chat and contacted those
who did not hand in homework and understand their problems. | called some parents to
help. After that, | started real time lessons with them and instructed them how to do
online homework. For Zoom lessons, the attendance was good with only 2 absent in the

class at most.
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