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@K Speech Festival Articles@

4A Szeto Ho Ki Carmen

did what I thought was impossible. [ got silver in the Solo

Public Speaking Competition in the Hong Kong Speech

Festival. I keep asking myself how | managed 1o do this. When

the judge announced my name for silver, 1 just stood there. 1 was
too amazed o believe she said my name!

The first time | entered the Hong Kong Speech Festival's
Solo Public Speaking Competition was in Form 2. 1 still remember
how scared 1 was. | was so filled with fear [ physically shook as
I spoke. My fear made me speak way too fast. | entered again
last vear, but even though, [ wasn't so nervous and scared. [ still
spoke way too fast and still shook. Finally, this vear, | managed
to control my fear and stop my body from shaking — and 1 WON!

Each wvear, Miss Smith write our speech at the beginning
of the school year. It is our first writing assignment. Then, we
must comrect and fine tune our speech so that it is about the right
length. This is the nasty part, because 1 don’t like writing. And
then... we must practice. We not only see Miss Smith two-to-three
times a week afler school so that she can help us with our pacing,
expression, and pronunciation. she also makes it our first memory
dictation of the vear, so that we must know how to read. write
and sav our speech. [ don’t like memorv dictation either, because
it takes a lot of time — especially since, we need 80% 1o pass,
However, this is very useful, because it makes it so much easier to
remember our speeches.

Owr school also hosts our own TICEC Solo Public Speaking
Competition, so that we can have the opportunity to practice our

4A Chow Yuen Ching Summer
itfle by little. I gained confidence as [ practiced and prepared
for the Hong Kong Speech Festival. | had entered the Solo
Public Speaking category. | needed to give a 4 minute speech,
giving advice fo students fraveling aboard for the first time. Last
year, | won Bronze in this category, so | was hoping that 1 would
win again.

I did! I am honoured to have won silver in the 68th Hong
Kong Speech Festival in Solo Public speaking. To receive this
award, | had to write my speech and then give it to Miss Smith
to mark and help me correct my grammar mistakes and focus
my ideas. Finally, every Tuesday and Wednesday afterschool 1
practiced it with Miss Smith. We often practiced until 6pm.

Honesily, even though, [ was confident, 1 was still a little
bit nervous when | stood on the stage. so | took a deep breath
to help myself stay calm. This was very helpful! 1 smiled at the

Ms.Smith

speech. However, it happens much earlier than the Hong Kong
Solo Public Speaking Competition, so [ am ofien not as fluent as
[ should be.

Even though, [ practiced a lot after school with Miss Smith,
on the day of the competition, | used the sound files she gave me
to practice my pronunciation over and over again. | timed myself
as | practiced my speech. The speech was as good as [ could
make it. This time, when [ did mv speech. I was still nervous but
I knew what to expect. | did my best, but 1 didn’t think 1 would
win. When I did, I realized that evervthing is possible when I
work hard and trust myself. Next vear. | hope [ can do even better
and win GOLD!

Summer (lefi)

Summer wath Hk Specch Festival Judge and Winners

audience and started my speech. My mom timed me during my
performance. 1 was so scared of going over on the time, so |
spoke a little too quickly as | finished in 3 minuies and 48 seconds
out of 4 minutes. [ think I needed to slow down a bit more, and
if I had. mavbe [ would have won gold. However, 1 am so proud
o get silver and | really appreciate all Miss Smith’s help, my
teachers, and parents!

I got 1o listen to all the other competitors and some of them
were really strong. They sounded like Miss Smith who is a native
English speaker. but I was still confident, because I had spent a
lot of time practicing with Miss Smith. And even though, I did
not win gold, I am looking forward to next vear’s speech festival,
because [ believe [ can still do betier!
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